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Course bjective

Sinply put, the main objective of the course is to present an acadenically
sound introduction to the study of Sociol ogy. Obviously, sociological termnms

nmust be used in discussing the subject, but these will be kept at a nmi ni num
Except for the necessary use of such term nology there would seemto be no
intrinsic merit in an obtuse termwhen a plain word is available. |In fact, the

excitenment of Sociology is best comunicated in easily conprehended English

whi ch conveys a message on any subject nmore effectively than does ornate and
turgid phraseology. In sum it is my aimto present a humani zed version of

Soci ol ogy.

Cour se Cont ent

1. Introduction to Sociol ogy

(a) The Nature of the Discipline
(b) Sociol ogical Objectivity and the So-Called "Val ue-Free" Approach
(c) The Devel opment of Sociol ogy as a Separate Discipline

2. Culture and Society

(a) Definitions

(b) Characteristics of Culture
(c) Cultural Functionalism

(d) Cultural Conponents

(e) Cultural Relativity

3. Socialization

A brief discussion on the topic since it is well covered in the students
Psychol ogy courses.

4, Fewer

(a) Charisma, Legitimate Authority and Coercive Power

(b) The Roots of Power

(c) Social Power

(d)y The Distribution of Economic and Political Power in North Anerican
Soci ety

(e) The Structure of Econom c Power

(f) Bureaucracy and Bureaupat hol ogy
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5. The Famly

(a) Definitions

(b) Variations in Fam |y Patterns

(c) Functions of the Famly

(d) The "Why" of Conpani onship Marri age

(e) Social Class and the Family System
(Arelatively in-depth study of Fam |y Di sorganization will be provided
in the Sociol ogy of Social Problens course).

6. The Problemof Social Inequality

(a) Institutionalized Social Inequality

(b) Some Views of Institutionalized Inequality
(c) Some Bases of Social Inequality

(d) Poverty and Deprivation

(e) Racism Discrimnation and Rel ated Concepts
(f) Tradition and Sexism

7. Social Organization

(a) Interaction: The Basis of Group Life
(b) Principal Conmponents of Social Organization
(c) Group Tension and Confli ct

Judi ci ous use will be made of A/V material and guest speakers.



